personality and his subsequent proceedings, that he had thrown
in his hand because the game of practical politics, as it was played
between the three parties, had ceased to interest him For thirty
years now he_had played it with consummate success, but there
comes a time when even the most exciting game begins to pall
and one realizes that the game is not the real thing He must
have remembered the occasion when pool old Campbell Banner-
man had so far forgotten himself, in replying to Balfour's brilliant
dialectics, as to burst out with, "Enough of this foolery1" It was
with something of the same feeling that he seems to have reacted to
the high-sounding platitudes of the political leaders in this test
case of India, and it would seem to have revealed to him something
fundamentally wrong m the whole way of thought that thus took
words for things, and would sign away an empire as light-heartedly
as a man putting his signature to some dishonest lawyer's document
that he has not even troubled to read

If it brought him into association, for a moment, with a group
of retired officers and administrative reactionanes whose united
brain-power was so palpably less than his own, it was but a temporary
and accidental conjunction He himself did not make any ostensible
attempt to follow it up by running himself for the Premiership m the
capacity of a second Bonar Law What he did was decisively to
break with Baldwin and his Shadow Cabinet, and thus to abandon
that last haven in which there remained an anchorage for him
It was political suicide But it may have been the beginning of life
on another and a loftier plane

It was high time For now reality was beginning to knock on the
door with thunderous insistence Even before Churchill had left
office, the first tremors were perceptible of the earthquake that was
to bring the crazy edifice designed at Versailles and completed at
Locarno toppling about its architects' ears The American investors
suddenly lost confidence in the process of ladling out money to
Germany to pay their own debt They stopped lending, the Germans
stopped paying, and then everything seemed to collapse at once, and
the whole of Europe and America to be sliding into ruin. The
unhappy Ramsay MacDonald, with his hands tied, found himself
called upon to cope with a situation that might have been too much
for the strongest statesman at the head of the most powerful govern-
ment In 1931 it seemed as if Britain herself were on the verge of
bankruptcy, and the prospect of the pound sterling, which Churchill
had put on to gold, being forced off; was viewed with greater alarm
in the country than was excited, nine years later, by the imminent
threat of invasion The Labour Government, distracted and divided,
was only too glad^o depart and give place to what was intended to
be a ministry of national concentration, under the ostensible Premier-